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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is responsive to tine amendment filed January 08, 2008. 

2. Per applicants' request, claims 1-19 remain pending. 

3. After further consideration, the finality of the Office Action dated October 1 0, 
2007 has been withdrawn, a new office action follows: 

C/a/m Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

5. Claims 1-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Branson. (U.S. Pat 6,425,126) 

Independent claims 

With respect to claims 1 ,3,5,6,1 0, and 1 1 , Branson discloses The detection server for 
omission-in-software-property-management using a network for detecting a computer 
omitted from a software-property management which manages,(Col 8:30-45, 
"...Managing system...") for each computer, basic information thereof and installed 
software,(Col 4:15-25, "...which software products have been installed...") and fix-patch 
application status,(Col 4:30-45, "...the fix list is a union of all the software product ...for 
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each computer...") wherein a network-connected-computer list which holds, for all 
computers connected to a given network, information for identifying each computer, is 
received from a network-connection-management server including said network- 
connected-computer list,(Col 6:58-67, "..compares software inventory with preferred 
software inventory and creates fix list...") a software-property management list which 
holds, for all computers to be managed by said software-property management, 
information for identifying each computer, is received from a software-property 
management server including said software-property management list,(Col 9:40-60, 
"...After the fix list has been developed by software fix manager...") and said network- 
connected-computer list and said software-property management list are used as a 
basis on which a computer is extracted that is present in said network-connected- 
computer list and absent in said software-property management list,(Col 9:50-67, 
"...any software product synchronization in fix list that applies to software product will 
not be applied...") and there is created a list of computer omitted in the software- 
property management. (Col 12:20-35, '...then compares the fix list with it's own software 
inventory to determine... will and will not be applied...") 

Dependent claims 

With respect to claims 2, 4,7, 8, and 12, the rejection of claims 1 ,3,5,6 and 1 1 are 
incorporated respectively and further, Branson discloses that the omission-in-software- 
property-management detection server uses said network-connected-computer list and 
said software-property management list as a basis to extract a computer that is present 
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in said software-property management list and absent in said networl<-connected- 
computer list, and to create a list of computer in unused state. (Col 9:50-67, "...any 
software product synchronization in fix list that applies to software product will not be 
applied...". Col 12:20-35, "...then compares the fix list with it's own software inventory to 
determine... will and will not be applied...") 

With respect to claims 9 and 13, the rejection of claims 8 and 1 1 are incorporated 
respectively and further, Branson discloses that said server sorts said network- 
connected-computer list and said software-property management list, and uses these 
sorted network-connected-computer list and software-property management list as a 
basis to create said list of a computer omitted in software-property management or said 
list of computer in unused state. (Col 9:50-67, "...any software product synchronization 
in fix list that applies to software product will not be applied...", Col 12:20-35, "...then 
compares the fix list with it's own software inventory to determine... will and will not be 
applied...") 

With respect to claim 14, the rejection of claim 1 is incorporated and further Branson 
discloses that the network-connected-computer list is compared with the software- 
property management list as the basis on which the computer is extracted. (Col 12:20- 
35, "...then compares the fix list with it's own software inventory to determine... will and 
will not be applied...") 
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With respect to claim 15, the rejection of claim 14 is incorporated and further Branson 
discloses that the difference between the network-connected-computer list and the 
software-property management list is extracted. (Col 12:15-30, '...the fix list gets sent to 
each target system...") 

With respect to claim 16, the rejection of claim 1 is incorporated and further Branson 
discloses that the computer omitted in software-property management is a computer 
connected to the network not under software-property management. (Col 10:50-60, 
"...which then determines if the fix list applies to the target controller's...") 

With respect to claim 17, the rejection of claim 16 is Incorporated and further Branson 
discloses that the computer not under software-property management includes a 
computer operating under with an unknown operating system, software version, or 
patch-application status. (Col 9:50-67, "...any software product synchronization in fix list 
that applies to software product will not be applied...", Col 12:20-35, "...then compares 
the fix list with it's own software inventory to determine... will and will not be applied...") 

With respect to claim 18, the rejection of claim 1 is incorporated and further Branson 
discloses that the list of computer omitted in the software-property management 
includes information of the computer extracted. Col 9:50-67, "...any software product 
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synchronization in fix list that applies to software product will not be applied...", Col 
12:20-35, "...then compares the fix list with it's own software inventory to 
determine... will and will not be applied...") 

With respect to claim 19, the rejection of claim 2 is incorporated and further Branson 
discloses that the list of computer in unused state indicates a list of unused software. 
(Col 12:20-35, "...then compares the fix list with it's own software inventory to 
determine... will and will not be applied...") 



Response to Arguments 

6. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 -1 9 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to MARK P. FRANCIS whose telephone number is 
(571)272-7956. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 8:00-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lewis Bullock can be reached on (571 )272-3759. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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8. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Mark P. Francis 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 2193 



/Lewis A. Bullock, Jr./ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2193 



